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3. Morphology 

3.1. Introductory 

3.1.1. Word structure 

Morphologically, Even is an agglutinating language, using exclusively suffixation. There are 
found, however, certain deviations from the strict agglutination. 

On the one hand, Even has developed a certain degree of fusion. Thus, a number of suffixes are 
grammatically polysemous, that is encode values of different grammatical categories (cf., e.g., the 
suffix -gar in 3.7.4., indicating first person plural inclusive invitation; hor-ger 'Let's go!')- Further, 
there are some instances, where segmentation into different morphemes is problematic (as the 
reader can check for himself with regard Kf verbal conjugation presented in Table 6). Finally, nouns 
and verbs are divided into (phono)morphological classes (cf. distinct inflection and conjugation 
types). 

On the other hand, Even reveals certain features, characteristic of "polysynthetic" languages. Thus, 
verbal suffixes (such as the causative marker -wkan-, the directional marker -na-, among others) 
have a content corresponding to that of independent words in other languages and also display 
some other properties of free morphemes. In particular, whereas the overall order of suffixes is 
fixed, the relative ordering of these suffixes reflects semantic differences; cf. (la) and (lb) below: 

(1) a. it-ne-wken 

see-DIRECT-CAUS 
'make (smb.) go and see' 
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TABLE 3: POSSESSIVE ENDINGS 



Pptxnnfll 


Typel 


Declension 
Type 2 


type 


Type 3 


singular 1 


-w ~-u 


-mu 




-bu 


2 


-s 


-si 




-si 


3 
plural 1 incl. 
excl. 

2 

3 
Reflexive 


-n 

-wun — un 

-t 

-san/-scn 

-tan/-t^ n 


-ni 

-mun 

-ti 

-san/-sen 

-tan/-ten 




-ni 

-bun 

-ti 

-san/-sen 

-tanZ-ten 


singular 
plural 


-j~-i 

-wur -..ur 


-mi 
-mur 




-bi 
-bur 



If a possessive relation is regarded as temporary or conventional, the noun takes apart from the 
possessive endings the alienable possession marker -/;-, attached before the number markers. 
Contrast hut-u (child-lSG) 'my (own) child' and hute-ge-n (child-AL POS-1SG), referring to 
someone who is considered to be my child. In narration the alienable possession suffix often per- 
forms a pragmatic rather than a semantic function, being used as a definiteness marker. 

3.2.4. Cases: Form 
As illustrated in Table 4, there are 14 distinct case-markers in Even: Nominative (NOM), 
Accusative (ACQ, Designative (DES), Comitative (COM), Dative (DAT), Instrumental (INST), 
Locative (LOC), Prolative (PROL), Directional (DIR), Ablative (ABL), Elative (ELAT), Directive- 
Locative (DIR-L), Directive-Prolative (DIR-P) and Equative (EQU). Unlike the other case-markers 
DES occurs only in the "possessive" declension, that is, only when followed by a possessive 
ending, 

TABLE 4; NOUN DECLENSION 







Simple declension 


Possessive declension 




Type 1 


Type 2 


Type 3 


Personal 


Reflexive 




d'uu 


hirkan 'knife' 


d'uu-1 'houses' 


d'uu-n 


d'uu-j 




'house' 






'his house' 


'self s house' 


NOM 


d'uu-# 


hirkan-# 


d'uu-l-# 


d'uu-#-n 


d'uu-#-j 


ACC 


d'uu-w 


hirka-m 


d'uu-I-bu 


d'uu-wa-n 




DES 








d'uu-ga-n 


d'uu-ga-j 


DAT 


d'uu-du 


hirkan-du 


d'uu-1-du 


d'uu-du-n 


d'uu-di 


INST 


d'uu-c* 


hirka-n' 


d'uu-I-d'i 


d'uu-d'i-n 


d'uu-d'i 


COM 


d'uu-n'un 


hirka-n'un 


d'uu-1-n'un 


d'uu-n'un-ni 


d'uu-n'u-mi 


LOC 


d'uu- la 


hirkan-dula 


d'uu-1-dula 


d'uu-la-n 


d'uu-la-j 


PROL 


d'uu-li 


hirkan-duli 


d'uu-1-duli 


d'uu-li-n 


d'uu-li-j 


DIR 


d'uu-tki 


hirkan-taki 


d'uu-1-taki 


d'uu-tki-n 


d'uu-tki-j 


ABL 


d'uu-duk 


hirkan-duk 


d'uu-1-duk 


d'uu-duku-n 


d'uu-duk-i 


ELAT 


d'uu-gic 


hirka-gic' 


d'uu-l-gic* 


d'uu-gid'i-n 


d'uu-gid'-i 


DIR-L 


d'uu-kla 


hirka-kla 


d'uu-la-kla 


d'uu-kla-n 


d'uu-kla-j 


DIR-P 


d'uu-kli 


hirka-kli 


d'uu-la-kli 


d'uu-kli-n 


d'uu-kli-j 


EQU 


d'uu-g£in 


hirka-n£in 


d'uu-1-gaCin 


d'uu-gcin-ni 


d'uu-g£i-mi 



3.2.5. Cases: Major functions 

NOM, DES, ACC and COM are opposed to the other case markers as syntactic cases as opposed 
to semantic. That is the former, unlike the latter, can mark the subject and/or the direct object func- 
tions. Whereas NOM is, normally, a subject marker, when followed by the reflexive possessive 
endings as in, e.g., (17), (28), it is used to mark the DO function. The primary function of ACC is to 
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3.5. Pronouns 

There is about a dozen of distinct pronoun classes in Even. On both derivational and functional 
grounds these classes can be distributed between five major groups. Among personal pronouns a 
distinction is made between proper personal and possessive personal pronouns. The former are as 
follows: bii T, Mi 'you (sg)\ nogan 'he, she', mut 'we (inclusive form including addressee(s))', buu 
'we (exclusive form)', huu 'you (pi)', nogartan 'they'. The latter are represented by two sets of 
forms: simple forms, homophonous with oblique stems of personal pronouns ( min 'my', Mn 'your', 
mun 'our (exclusive)', etc) and emphatic in -gi ( m i n-gi 'mine', hi n-gi 'yours', etc). 
Reflexive-possessive pronouns serving as a base of derivation of other classes of reflexive 
pronouns are: meen 'selfs' with the subject antecedent in singular, and meer 'selfs* with the subject 
antecedent in plural. Emphatic personal pronouns are derived from the reflexive pronouns by taking 
the corresponding personal possessive endings ( meen-mu 'myself), emphatic reflexive pronouns by 
taking the suffix -gi ( meen-gi 'selfs own'), reciprocal pronouns by taking the suffix -teke(n)-, 
followed by the corresponding reflexive possessive ending ( meer-tek-mer 'each other'). The class 
of demonstrative pronouns includes the following items: trek 'this', tarak 'that', errooUn 'like this', 
tarroodin 'like that'. The class of interrogative pronouns includes interrogative pronouns ( iak 
'what', gii 'who', asun 'how big', irroodin 'what color", etc), which also function as relative pronouns 
within certain completive clauses ( cf. iduk 'where from' in (35)) and indefinite pronouns. The latter 
are derived from interrogative by means of the enclitic particles =(w)ul ~ =(g)ul ( for non- 
referential NPs: gii=wul 'anybody'), =(w)utta/=(w)utte - ={g)utiat=(g)utte and ^dai-de ( for 
referential indefinite NPs: gii=wutte, gii=de 'somebody'). The pronouns in -dai-de are also used as 
negative occurring in the scope of negation: 
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(13) a. gii-#=wutte e-s-ni em-re 

who-NOM=INDEF not do-NONFUT-3SG come-NONFUT-NEG CON 
'Somebody hasn't come' 



gii-#=de 
who-NOM=INDEF 

'Nobody came' 



e-s-ni em-re 

notdo-NONFUT-3SG come-NONFUT-NEG CON 



Finally, quantifiers such as dele(n) 'all' ( see (12b)) and bekede(n) 'all' are traditionally regarded as 
a special class of pronouns. As in many other languages, pronouns in Even reveal morphological 
idiosyncrasies, as illustrated in Table 5: 1) declension of personal and demonstrative pronouns in- 
volves stem modification; 2) declension of personal and reflexive possessive pronouns cannot be 
assigned to any single declension type; 3) stem-final segments of the 3rd person pronouns as well 
as reflexive pronouns are interpreted under declension as the corresponding possessive suffixes; 4) 
the inflectional paradigm of nearly all pronouns lacks the DES case marker, as well as ACC in case 
of reflexive pronouns. 



TABLE 5: PRONOUN DECLENSION 



NOM 

ACC 

DAT 

INST 

COM 

LOC 

PROL 

DIR 

ABL 

ELAT 

DIR-L 

DIR-P 

EQU 



bii T 

bii-# 

min-u 

min-du 

mine-c 

min-n'un 

min-dule 

min-duli 

min-teki 

min-duk 

min-giC 

mine-kle 

mine-kli 

min-gedin 



nogan 'he, she' meeni 'self 



noga-#-n 

nog-ma-n 

nogan-du-n 

nogan-d'i-n 

nog-n'un-ni 

nogan-dula-n 

nogan-duli-n 

nogan-taki-n 

nogan-duku-n 

nog-gid'i-n 

noga-kla-n 

noga-kli-n 

nog-gacm-ni 



meen-#-i 

meen-di 

meen-d'i 

meen-n'u-mi 

meen-dula-j 

meen-duli-j 

meen-teki-j 

meen-duk-i 

meen-gid'-i 

meene-kle-j 

meene-kli-j 

meen-ge£i-mi 



erek 'this' 

erek-# 

ere-w 

e-du 

ere-C 

er-n'un 

e-le 

e-li 

er-teki 

e-duk 

er-gi5 

ere-kle 

ere-kli 

er-geSin 



3.6. Adverbs 

The main types of adverbs available in Even are manner, quantifying, locative and temporal ad- 
verbs. Manner adverbs are mainly formed by addition of the INST case-marker to the correspon- 
ding adjective ( cf. aj 'good' and aji-c 'well ) or a (de)verbal noun ( cf. giaman 'friendship' and 
giama-n' 'friendly'). Another group of manner adverbs is represented by resultative adverbs in -j, 
derived from a restricted number of onomatopoetic "destructive" verbs ( cf. teker- Veak off (int)' 
and teke-s 'to pieces'). Quantifying adverbs are largely derived from numerals; cf. iterative adverbs 
in -rakanl-reken ( ilan 'three', il-rakan 'thrice'), collective adverbs in -rid'ur ( il-rid'ur 'three toge- 
ther'). Degree adverbs differ structurally from the other classes of quantifying adverbs in that they 
are simple: hoo 'very', asukut 'almost'. The bulk of locative adverbs is derived from a restricted 
number of nominal stems with a locational semantics. These stems take different suffixes homo- 
phonous with locative case-markers, partly productive, partly archaic: cf. hergi-le 'underneath', 
her-gic 'from underneath', hes-seki 'down', hergi-lte 'one under another'. Some place adverbs 
combine a locative and a temporal meaning: ama-ski 'back; ago', d'ul-le 'ahead; in the future 1 . Many 
time adverbs (denoting seasons, etc) are homophonous to corresponding nouns: montelse 'early 
autumn; in early autumn', bad'ikar 'morning; in the morning'. 



3.7. Verb 

3.7.1. Morphological structure of verbs 

The (finite) verb inflects for voice, aspect, tense/mood and person/number. The normal ordering of 
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inclusive plural invitation (cf. kor-ger 'Let's go'). The other mood categories are: the "preventive" 
mood in -d'ikf-£ik used for a warning addressed to the hearer (hor-d'ik '(Look out) (s)he may go'); 
the hypothetical in -mna-l-mne- (hore-mne-n '(s)he will probably go'); the subjunctive in -mci— 
-md- y used for a consequent of counterfactual conditionals: 
(21) Deede-j bi-seke-n hin-teki dege-le-mS-u 

wing-REFPOS be-COND CON-3SG you-DIR fly-INCH-SUBMSG 

'If I had wings (lit. if my wings were), I should fly to you' 

3.7*5. Conjugation 

As illustrated in Table 6, there are four distinct conjugation types in Even , which have different 
nonfuture tense formations ( as well as formations of other verbal forms with the initial [r]): 1). The 
vast majority of verbs takes the suffix -ra-l-re- for the nonfuture tense ( on its phonetic allomorphs 
see 2.3.); 2). Verbs with the primary stem-final //n// (see 2.3.) take the suffix -a-l-e-\ 3). A limited 
number of (stative) verbs takes the -sa-l-se- marker; 4). A highly limited number of (telic) verbs 
takes the -da-l-de — d- marker. 

Apart from these four conjugation types there is a distinct negative conjugation, which is formed 
periphrastically. In the negative conjugation the auxiliary negative verb e- 'not do, not be* inflects 
for tense/mood and person/number, whereas the lexical verb assumes the "negative" converb form 
in -r(a) • (on its allomorphs see 3.7.6.). In the nonfuture tense the negative verb e- takes the -s(e)- 
marker, as the verbs of the third declension, whereas in some other forms it displays distinct 
markers ( -te- for the future tense, -6 — ci- for the past, etc). 

TABLE 6: VERBAL CONJUGATION 



SG 



PL 





Conjugation 


types 










Type 1 


Type 2 


Type 3 


Type 4 


Type 5 




haa-'know' 


g68n- 'say' 


bi- 'be' 


oo- 

'become' 


e- haar 
'not know' 


1 


haa-ra-m 


goon-e-m 


bi-se-m 


oo-da-m 


e-se-m haa-r 


2 


haa-nri 


gcJon-e-nri 


bi-se-nri 


oo-da-nri 


e-se-nri haa-r 


3 


haa-n 


goon-ni 


bi-s-ni 


oo-d-ni 


e-s-ni haa-r 


1EXC 


haa-r-u 


goon-u 


bi-s-u 


oo-d-u 


e-s-u haa-r 


IINC 


haa-ra-p 


goon-e-p 


bi-se-p 


oo-da-p 


e-se-p haa-r 


2 


haa-s 


g88n-e-s 


bi-se-s 


oo-da-s 


e-se-s haa-r 


3 


haa-r 


goon 


bi-s 


oo-d 


e-s-ten haa-r 



3.7.6. Subject agreement endings 

Depending on tense/mood categories, a verb form can take two distinct series of person-and- 
number suffixes to show agreement with the subject. The second set of suffixes is similar to posses- 
sive suffixes on nouns (cf. Table 3). 

TABLE 7: SUBJECT AGREEMENT ENDINGS 



SG 



PL 





1st 
future, 
indicative 


series 
nonfuture 


hypothetical 
past indicative 


2nd 
mood, 


series 

preventive 
junctive 


1 


-m 




-w ~-u 




-w~ -u 


2 


-nri 




-s 




-s 


3 

1EXC 

IINC 


-n - -ni 
-ru~-u 
P 




-n 

-wun ~ -un 

-t 




-n~# 
-1-bun 
-1-ti 


2 
3 


-s 

-r 




-sanAsen 
-tan/-ten 




-l-san/-l-sen 
-1 



sub- 



LW/M 12 19 EVEN 

herde-du-n (stump bottom-DAT-3SG) 'under the stump'. Postpositional adverbs are largely derived 
from motion verbs and assign the Accusative case to the object of postposition; cf. d'uu-w ereli 
(house-ACC around) 'round the house'. 

3*9. Particles 

All Even particles, except for the prenominal negative particle ad 'without' used within the nega- 
tive proprietive form (see 3,2,6.), are enclitics. They share features with both syntactic words and 
suffixes. Thus, they are similar to the latter in that they are also subject to vowel harmony and as- 
similatory processes. On functional grounds the following groups of particles can be preliminarily 
distinguished: 

a) emphatic: =si, -lal=le, =kal~ke; 

b) contrastive: =pujal=puje, =kanai-kene; 

c) restrictive: -takanl-teken (see (64)), -ragdal-regde; 

d) interrogative: =guf=ku/=rju (see (32)); 

e) indefinite: =wul/=ul/~bul t =nir, -dal=de, -guttal-gutte 

~ -wmtal=wutte (see (13a)); 

f) coordinating: =da/=de (see (65)), =gal/-gel; 

g) negative: -dal~de (see (13b)). 

3.10. Interjections and onomatopoetics 

Interjections serve to express the speaker's different emotions ( erej 'Oh!', kiree 'Fie!') and voli- 
tions ( gele 'Come on!', 6o~co quieting an untamed reindeer). Onomatopoetics are similar to inter- 
jections both syntactically and structurally ( often formed by reduplication): tag-tag 'rat-tat', keeku- 
keeku imitating a cuckoo crying. 

4. Syntax: General survey 

4.1. Syntactic typology 

As noted above, Even , as well as the other Tungusic languages, in general follows a (nominative-) 
accusative pattern. Nevertheless, it reveals certain deviations from the overall accusative typology. 
On the one hand, Even displays certain ergative features in case-marking. First, the direct object 
must stand in the (unmarked) nominative case, when followed by a reflexive-possessive ending (see 
3.2,5.). Second, in most Even dialects the Designative case can mark the intransitive subject, apart 
from the direct object (see (3.2.5.)). On the other hand, Even is reminiscent of "topic-prominent" 
languages in that it makes frequent use of topicalization. The particle bimi (historically, the condi- 
tional converb of the copula bi-) following the topicalized NP serves as a topicalization marker. To- 
picalization in Even applies mostly to subjects and preferably occurs in "switch-topic" contexts; cf., 
e.g., tjeeluki bimi 'as for the wolf...' in (t: 20), As regards word order phenomena, Even is also a ty- 
pical "Altaic" language, that is, a consistent head-final language. Within a nominal phrase the head 
normally follows its modifier(s). Within a clause the basic word order is: SOV. This word order 
pattern holds for different types of clauses (both matrix and subordinate) and sentences (declarative, 
interrogative, etc.). Thus, as suggested by (31), formation of interrogative (constituent) sentences 
does not involve a (syntactic) wh-movement: 

(31) Etiken-# ile hSr-re-n? 
oldman-NOM where go-NONFUT-3SG 
'Where has the old man gone?' 

Yes-no questions and alternative questions are formed by addition of the enclitic particle =gu/=ku 
to the verbal predicate(s): 

(32) Min-u haa-s=ku, e-se-s=ku? 

I-ACC know-NONFUT:2PL=INT CUT not do-NONFUT~2PL=INT CUT 
'Do you know me or don't you?' 
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